Library Board stands By decision 

Shirieyan Beacham Phelps 

WCGS President 

We appealed to the Washington County Library Board 
at its regular February meeting to reverse their decision 
regarding the Sunday afternoon meetings of WCGS in 
the library. Ann Tarkenton Collins has advised the 
library board’s October decision stands. We held our 
February meeting at the Plymouth First FWB Church, 
with about 25 members present. Opinions as to 
whether to change the day of the week or the meeting 
place are still mixed. It seems the next step in this 
matter will be for the WCGS Board of Directors to 
meet, come up with a recommendation and present 
that to the membership in the near future for 
consideration. The March 19 ,h meeting will again be 
held at the church. 

Peggy Brown Adams is a patient in Room 125, 
Washington County Hospital, Plymouth, NC 27962. We 
presented her an engraved plaque on Monday, 21 st 
February in her hospital room in appreciation of her 
decade of dedicated service as corresponding 
secretary for WCGS. We wish Peggy a speedy 
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From area newspapers 

Joseph James Lee. 82, of Long Ridge Road, Plymouth 
died 2 February 2000. He had been a crane operator at 
Weyerhaeuser but in his youth, worked in the log 
woods as early as age 13, according to Russell Lee, 
who says a lot of history died with Mr. Lee. His 
survivors included his wife, Ruby B., one son, John 
Edward Lee and two daughters, Judith Lee Allen and 
Jean L. Ange, nine grandchildren and eight great¬ 
grandchildren. Burial was at Windley Cemetery. 

Sybil Brav Hardison . 73, died 3 February 2000 at Pitt 
County Memorial Hospital. She was born 30 March 
1926 in Washington County, the daughter of the late 
Benjamin and Gertrude Bray and had been a member 
of Saints Delight Church of Christ. She retired in 1991 
after owning and operating the Trading Post on 
Mackeys Road for 30 years. Her survivors are one son, 
Gary G. Hardison, one sister, Harriet Furlough and one 
step-granddaughter. Her brother, Benjamin C. Bray Jr. 
preceded her in death. She was buried at Zion's 
Chapel Church Cemetery on 6 February. 

Alethea Jane Phelps . 82, of Creswell died Monday, 

Feb. 21,2000, at Pitt County Memorial hospital in 
Greenville following a short illness. Her funeral was 
held in the Philippi Church of Christ in Creswell and 
burial followed in the Phelps family cemetery, with 
David Sykes, Dave Watts and Thomas Biggs 
officiating. Mrs. Phelps was born in Washington 
County, the daughter of the late Norwood and Alethea 
Spruill Ambrose. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Wilson E. Phelps. She was a homemaker 
and member of the Philippi Church of Christ. Survivors 
include three sons: Charles T. Phelps of Creswell, 
Edward H. Phelps II of Plymouth and Wilson E. Phelps 
Jr. of Waldorf, Md. 
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recovery and hope she will soon return to our 
meetings. 

We presented a copy of Swinsons and Related 
Families - Virginia, North Carolina to Georgia by 1812 
to Washington County Library. We have a thank-you 
from the library. Membership as of 20 th February - 76. 
If you have not renewed for 1999, please do so in 
order to continue receiving the newsletter and journals. 
See enclosed application form to renew for 2000. 
Information about ordering Washington County 
publications is found on the reverse of the form, wcgs 



Davenport Homestead, Creswell (Virginia Haire photo) 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Living History Week-end 

Plymouth NC - April 14-16 th 2000 

Joint Meeting - WCHS, WCGS & TCG&HS 

Episcopal Church Parish House Plymouth NC 

16 th April 2000, 2 p.m. Speaker to be announced. 

Concord Homecoming 2000 

Concord Primitive Baptist Church Creswell NC 

27 th May 2000 - 11 a.m. - Speaker: Shirleyan 
Beacham Phelps - “A Dying Breed - Revisited.” 

VPcgS 


Obituary of Elder James 1. Ambrose 

The subject of this notice was born the 28 th day of June, 
1847, and died August 13,1914. He was married three 
times. On Saturday before the 4 th Sunday in August, 1872, 
he united with the church at Concord, he feeling the 
impression to preach, and feeling that his God required him 
to feed His sheep and feed His lambs; and the church 
realizing this in him, on Saturday before the 4 th Sunday in 
March, 1880, licensed him to exercise his gift, which was 
appreciated by all of god’s little ones and proved to be a 
blessing to the church, and on the 5 lh Sunday in March, 
1884, he was ordained to the full work of the ministry, by a 
presbytery composed of elders J. T. Rowe and Stephen 
Biggs. He was so blessed of the Lord to preach the gospel 
that it made of god’s little ones that knew him to love him, 
realizing that God was with him always. He was chosen to 
take the pastoral care of the church at Concord after the 
death of Elder Stephen Biggs to which trust he was faithful 
until his death. The church feeling her loss and mourning the 
same, can say it is better for him to depart and be with 
Christ, where there is no sickness, sorrow, pain, nor death. 
Elder Ambrose was taken sick in February before he died in 
August. He had asthma and then a bronchial trouble. He 
leaves a wife and two children by her, and three children by 
his first wife. 

May the God of peace comfort the bereaved ones that 
mourn him. He was taken to the family grave yard, and after 
a consoling prayer by his devoted nephew I. B. Ambrose, he 
was deposited in the earth to await the resurrection morn. A. 
W. Ambrose 


j Special Projects 

! During the February meeting, we tossed around a few 
i ideas for new projects for publication, including a 
I second volume of Washington County marriages, and 
I a pictorial history, as well as a new surname book. 
• Your opinions are needed. Wcgs 


If you didn’t get one of tie Bicentennial 
Iirows, tiere are less tian 50 remaining. Yon 
can still get golf tats. Yisit tie Port 
o’Plymouli Museum or order iy mail. 
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Research 

Downings: 

The research WCGS did for Rex E. Sterling on William 
Downing took an interesting turn. There were two (2) 
William Downings in eastern North Carolina in the 
early 1700s: William Downing of Tyrrell and William 
Downing of Bertie Precinct, who settled on Wicacone 
Creek in what is now Hertford Co. 

William of Bertie was a mariner who came from 
Boston, Massachusetts, and died circa 1750. He had a 
son, George, by a previous marriage and married 
Mary, the widow of John Howcutt. William and Mary 
had no children. Mr. Sterling descended from John and 
Mary Howcutt and was not related to William Downing 
of Bertie. Some researchers have said William 
Downing of Tyrrell settled first in Bertie and later 
moved to Tyrrell. This is not true, vlejr 

Correction 

Please note that James William Marriner’s first wife 
was Mary Jane Hufton, not Mary Jane Hilton. (January 
2000 Newsletter, p. 3.) 

Vernon L. Everett Jr. "Wcgs 


Query: 

“I’m looking for the Herrington Family Plot. My GG 
mother is buried there. Her name is Emma and she 
died on 7/24/1905. Her obit said she was buried in the 
family plot “near Plymouth.” I live in NJ and can’t come 
down there. Can you help me?” This is from an online 
researcher; further correspondence reveals: Emma 
Elizabeth Herrington is her maiden name, she also 
was called “Betty” in the 1880 census. I think her 
father’s name is Jesse Herrington....She had a hat 
shop in Plymouth for several years before she died. 
She may have been a ward of the Long Family 
according to the 1880 census. She married John 
Nelson Padgett who married Emma Craft of Lees Mills 
Township about a year after Emma’s death. 

If you have info about this family, please reply to: 
Q2BTAN4U@aol.com or to Editor, WCGS. wcg$ 
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Deannie Spruill Davenport Spruill . 88, of 7362 
Mackeys Road, Roper, died Feb. 22, 2000; funeral 
was at Mackeys United Methodist Church; burial at 
Davenport Cemetery; born Chowan County May 3, 
1911 to late Edward John and Martha Harris Spruill. 
Retired from H. N. Davenport General Merchandise 
and Grocery; longtime member Mackeys United 
Methodist Church. Survivors: son, Norman Davenport, 
Cape Carteret; daughter, Carol Ritchie, Ocracoke; 
preceded in death by husbands, Henderson Norman 
Davenport and Wendell Chester Spruill Sr.; 8 brothers, 
Warren Spruill, Eddie Spruill, Lewis Spruill, Walter 
Spruill, Reynold Spruill, Irvin Spruill, Marshall Spruill 
and Elmer Spruill, 2 sisters, Estelle and Minnie, wcgs 



..... 


Wm. (Bill) Sellers, grandson of Dave Arnold, is a 
favorite correspondent with many in eastern North 
Carolina. Who enjoy Bill’s memories of his grandfather 
and of his railroading days. Bill is shown during his stint 
as a radio announcer. Bill has just gone “online” and will 
appreciate your E-mail at was2nd@_home.com. 
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More About Mackeys: (Excerpt from article appearing in 
Scottish Rite Journal by Reynold Davenport, who wrote an excellent 
article about Mackeys for Washington County, NC: A Tapestry . 
“Mackeys is a small community lying beside the Albemarle Sound 
and bordered on one side by Mackeys Creek (the official name is 
Kendricks Creek, but anyone with any sense calls it Mackeys 
Creek). Mackeys is famous for its fishing and for being my birth¬ 
place. Most people who live there don't want to live anywhere else 
and can't understand why anyone else does. It was earlier known as 
Mackeys Ferry and still is by some. This is because various ferry 
systems have, in the past, operated between there and Edenton. 
Early ferries carried trains across the sound, later ones carried cars 
and trucks. 

H i used to go back and forth to Edenton on the ferry on non-school 
weekdays, going to the bank and to wholesale houses for my daddy, 
who operated a country store in Mackeys. The ferry crew was 
always glad to see me come aboard because they would let me 
steer across the sound and they could go down in the engine room 
to take naps, play poker, or engage in whatever other useful pursuits 
as might please their fancy. I loved to steer the thing and pretend 1 
was piloting a large ship across two or three oceans.... “wcgs 
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